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FEVER, FROM SYMPTOM TO TREATMENT. By M.M. Villaverde and C.W. Macmillan.
New York, Van Nostrand Reinhold Co., 1978. 597 pp. $24.50.
This volume is a practical and convenient reference on fever. It has been organized
in a logical fashion and is comprehensive enough to answer most questions which
should arise in a family practice setting.
Starting with a review of the pharmacology of fever-fighting drugs, the authors
proceed to a thorough discussion of the diagnostic tools, method, and logic used in
appraising a febrile patient, and then to a complete summary of the principles and
methods of treatment. There is included a section on headache associated with fever
which is excellent. Not only are common symptoms such as chills and aches
discussed, but respiratory, dermatological, gastrointestinal, and central nervous
system symptoms are also considered. A special chapter on the epidemiology offever
does an adequate job of reviewing the seasonal fluctuation in the incidence offever
and the problem of patient contacts.
Although the information presented inthis book is largely secondhand, it is written
in a highly readable manner and is handy as a one-source guide. Specialists interested
in a very detailed evaluation ofspecificfebrile episodes would do better by consulting
a more comprehensive reference; general practitioners, however, might appreciate
this compilation. Lay persons may also find some interesting reading here.
HARRIS PASTIDES
Graduate Student
Department ofEpidemiology and Public Health
Yale University School of Medicine
PRINCIPLES OF NEUROBIOLOGICAL SIGNAL ANALYSIS. By Edmund M. Glaser and
Daniel S. Ruchkin. New York, Academic Press Inc., 1976. 471 pp. $21.50.
Neurophysiological techniques for recording the electrical activity of cells or
aggregates of cells in the nervous system produce a baffling variety of data-
individual action potentials or "spikes," spike trains from single cells (whether
spontaneous or evoked), and summated continuous waves such as those seen in the
EEG. The aim of this book is to introduce biomedical researchers to the tools that
have been developed by applied mathematicians and electrical engineers to analyze
such data: time series analysis, stochastic processes, filtering, power spectra, and the
like. The authors have succeeded in explaining clearly both the biology and the
mathematics involved in many of their topics. While they aim at readers "equipped
with a hazy recollection ofcalculus," some ofthe concepts will be hard going even for
the more mathematically sophisticated. In particular, more explicit examples should
have been included. But for those with the background and the determination to
handle it, this book is an eye-opening and useful guide to an exciting field.
RAPHAEL ZAHLER
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
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